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time over the whole nation, and by some of the ho-
nestest tradesmen among us; if not by all of them.

When the old money was called in, an end was
put to this cheating trade, and the morals of the na-
tion in some measure restored ; for, in short, before
that, it was almost impossible for a tradesman to be
a honest man. But now we begin to fall into it
again ; and we see the current coin of the kingdom
strangely crowded with counterfeit money, both
gold and silver; and especially we have found a
great deal of counterfeit foreign money, as particu-
larly Portugal and Spanish gold, such as moidores
and Spanish pistoles, so that, when we have the
misfortune to be put upon with them, the fraud dips
deep into our pockets; the first being twenty-seven
shillings, and the latter seventeen. It is true, the
latter being payable only by weight, we are not
often troubled with them ; but the former going all
by tale, great quantities of them have been put off
among us. But I must lay it down as a stated rule,
in the moral part of the question, That to put off
base money for good, knowingly, is dishonest and
knavish.

Nor will it take ofr from the crime of it, or
lessen the dishonesty, to say, I took it for good and
current money; and it goes as it comes; for, as I
hinted before, my having been cheated does not au-
thorise me to cheat any other person ; so neither
was it a just or honest thing in that person who put
the bad money upon me, if they knew it to be bad;
and if it was not honest in them, how can it be so in
me ?

The case to me is very clear, namely, that nei-
ther bylaw, justice, nor conscience, can the trades-
man put off his bad money after he has taken it, if
he once knows it to be false and counterfeit. That
it is against law is evident, because it is not good